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UH MANOA COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AWARDED $2.5 MILLION 
TO DEVELOP RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRAM 

 
HONOLULU -- The University of Hawaii at Manoa College of Engineering, with the 

support of Hawaiian Electric Company, has been awarded a $2.5-million American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act stimulus grant from the U.S. Department of Energy to 

train students and current workers for emerging jobs in clean and renewable energy 

technologies in the electric power industry.   

 

Officially titled, “Integrated Education and Research in Clean Energy and Island 

Sustainability,” the project is a major component of UH Manoa’s Renewable Energy and 

Island Sustainability (REIS) program. Led by Electrical Engineering Professor Anthony 

Kuh, REIS seeks to establish a prominent national and international program in 

renewable energy at the university. UH Manoa will use these funds to create a multi-

disciplinary program of formal courses and hands-on research experience in clean energy 

technologies, renewable energy production, energy storage, integration and smart grid 

technologies.   

 

“This funding from the U.S. Department of Energy will enable UH Manoa to play a key 

role in the education and research in developing clean energy technologies in Hawaii and 

the United States,” said Professor Kuh.  “We are delighted to have a proactive partner 

like Hawaiian Electric to help us develop this ambitious program.” 
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Utility companies like Hawaiian Electric will benefit from better informed consumers, 

educators and a future workforce trained in renewable energies. In addition to creating a 

pipeline to support the integration of new wind, solar, wave and smart grid technologies, 

the project aims to enhance the training of the existing workforce in these areas.   

 

“This is a natural alliance because UH Manoa has always been the leading source of our 

engineers and other team members,” said Dick Rosenblum, president and CEO of 

Hawaiian Electric Company.  “With today’s intense transformation of the utility industry 

to renewable energy and energy efficiency, this effort is very timely.” 

 

The $2.5 million federal contribution will be matched by nearly $280,000 in funding and 

support by UH Manoa.  Final details of the project will be discussed in the near future. 

 

“I would like to congratulate Professor Kuh, his team and Hawaiian Electric on a job well 

done,” said Peter E. Crouch, dean of the College of Engineering.  “With this initiative, we 

are poised to begin education and training programs for a new generation of engineers 

focused on a broad range of clean energy technologies.”   

 
### 

 
 
The University of Hawaii at Manoa College of Engineering has launched thousands of 
successful careers in Hawaii and throughout the world. Graduates occupy key roles with 
engineering firms, government agencies, defense contractors, and as entrepreneurs.  
Many of its 9000 alumni have made significant engineering contributions to the state’s 
infrastructure and are now set on accomplishing similar tasks abroad.  The College’s 
respect for the Hawaiian culture is reflected in its successful mentoring program for 
under-represented science and engineering students. As the College recently celebrated 
100 years of engineering education at Manoa, it is focused on becoming a major 
contributor to Hawaii’s renewable energy and sustainable future.  


